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Welcome

Why do fen attend conventions? 
The ansvzers are as numerous as those 
attending, ranging from "I am a psycho­
logist carrying out research among min­
ority groups who consume abnormally 
high quantities of alcoholic beverages" 
all the way through up to, "I actually 
read SF". It must be noted that the 
latter are sometimes very hard to find 
in large numbers.

If you are reading this at the 
convention there is a good chance that 
this is your first con and you naturally 
want to know what's going on and whether 
your £100 entrance fee was well spent. 
Firstly, SF conventions are renowned for 
what appears to be a total lack of org­
anisation-- this vogue started with
minor snags way back when, but has so 
developed over the years with only an 
occasional backsliding into efficiency, 
that by now it has become almost imposs­
ible to outdo the previous committees by 
even greater displays of incompetence, 
so please do bear with us.

A programme will be found in the 
centre of this book which should be 
self-explanatory. Any alterations to 
this printed programme will be written 
up on the blackboard by the registration 
desk. Also near the centre is a plan 
(drawn to no known scale) of the Royal 
Angus, and without any indication as to 
the whereabouts of the toilets!

It has truly been said that if 
you stand in one place long enough the 
whole world walks by-- well, at a con­
vention that place is the bar. Only they 
don't walk by, they walk in and stay. 
Fact is if you can't find someone in the 
bar when they are supposed to be else­
where, the chances are they are not at 
the con.

One of the big advantages of this 
hotel is the good long walk to the Art 
Room. This provides much needed exercise 
after several hours of 
V/ty sitting in the Convention Hall.

WARNING-- do not go stumbling
through the restaurant after dark if it 
is unlighted; the Art Room will certainly 
be closed at such times and this kind of 
expedition can lead to accidents.

In the Book Room you will find 
dealers from all parts of the country, 
eager to dispense their wares and know­
ledge of latest and rare publications.
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If you are accompanied by active adolescents please make sure 
they do not turn the lifts into a play area as this can be a great 
inconvenience to others and can be the cause of a most disturbing 
experience if the lifts happen to break down with someone inside 
them.

Try to attend all the programme items. Support the bar early in 
the day and it will support you late into the night. As the bar 
finally closes it is just possible that someone may whisper a number 
into your ear and tell you to saunter up in ten minutes or so when a 
fantastic party will be in full swing. Don't be surprised if after 
searching the hotel you discover there is no such room.

There will be certain weary looking individuals at the convention 
with expressions of dismay and wearing a badge with the strange device 
COMMITTEE emblazoned on it. This is a word of ancient origin, the 
nearest translation of which is possessor of great thirst! It is cus­
tomary on approaching such a person to preface any comment with the 
enquiry "Have you got a drink?" and if the answer is in the negative 
to provide one forthwith. Such behaviour will often lead to lifelong 
friendships.

Should you be looking at this for the first time, with aching 
head and empty pockets, the day after the con (as old conventioneers 
tend to do) I have absolutely no sympathy for you at all-- you should
have learned better long ago.

It is just possible, of course, that you have dug this yellowing 
article out from the bottom of your deceased great-grandparents' 
trunk; in which case fill a glass to our memory-- who knows, this
very convention may have played its part in bringing about your exis­
tence !

Returning to the here and now of this November of 1977, I welcome 
you to the seventh Uovacon. The committee have done their best to set 
the scene for an enjoyable and relaxing convention. I hope our efforts 
prove adequate and that everyone has a rewarding time. Thank you all 
for your support and attendance thus making this convention possible.

Stan Eting

(A word about our Chairman: Stan, as the History of Novaeon on the 
page opposite shows, has risen steadily in the Brum Group hierarchy 
since the fatal day when Vernon Brown lured him to his doom and caused 
him to join. Having now been tested in the fire of several Novacons, 
Stan's experience is such that the committee of the 1S78 Eastercon 
has co-opted him for the sake of his learned advice-- and enormous
patience. His wife Helen is noted for her charm and her ability to bop 
tirelessly through every convention disco... become a true fan by 
dancing with her and buying Stan a drink, or vice-versa if you prefer.)

And special thanks to three people who have gone without the 
enormous kudos of being on the Novaeon committee: Bog Peyton gave sage 
advice, Kevin Smith lent a hand with this Programme Book and long- 
tuff ering Hazel Langford carried all the Novaeon material to the 
printers.,,

John & Marjorie Brunner
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THE HISTORY OF NOVACON

NOVACON HOTEL GUEST OF HONOUR CHAIRMAN ATTENDANCE*

1 Imperial Centre James White Vernon Brown 144
(Committee: Ray Bradbury, A.Denham, A.Donnelly, Pauline Dungate)

2 Imperial Centre Doreen Rogers Pauline Dungate 144
(Committee: Stan Eling, Jeffrey Hacker, Richard Newnham, Meg
Palmer, Hazel Reynolds)

3 Imperial Centre Ken Bulmer Hazel Reynolds 146
(Committee: Stan Eling, Gillon Field, Meg Palmer, Geoff Winterman)

4 Imperial Centre Ken Slater Dr Jack Cohen 211
(Committee: Pauline Dungate, Stan Eling, Gillon Field, Robert
Hoffman, Arline Peyton, Rog Peyton, Hazel Reynolds)

5 Royal Angus Dan Morgan Rog Peyton 272
(Committee: Ray Bradbury, Pauline Dungate, Robert Hoffman,
Laurence Miller, Arline Peyton)

6 Royal Angus Dave Kyle Stan Eling 317
(Committee: Helen Eling, Laurence Miller, Arline <S Rog Peyton)

7 Royal Angus John Brunner Stan Eling 278
(Committee: Martin & Liese Hoare, Ian & Janice Maule, Dave Langford)

* figures taken from Programme Book listing
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Jahn 
Brunner

a 
renaissance 
man

If you have never heard of John Brunner, if you think Stand on 
Zanzibar and The Sheen Look Up are aspects of the Common Market agri­
cultural politic, then this introduction won't mean much to you as 
you are attending this convention for sinister reasons of your own--
and with any luck, the police will take time out from confronting 
demonstrators and catch you at it. Bad cess to you.

For the cognoscenti, John's place in the front rank of British 
Science Fiction writers is indisputable, and though this introduction 
is supposed to be a’ personal one, I don't think it possible to separ­
ate the man from the writer. John is what he writes: a fastidious 
craftsman and a concerned and caring person.

He has been a CND supporter, upholder of civil rights (giving 
yearly Martin Luther King awards for writing of excellence in that 
area) and generally a champion of humane, just and often lost causes. 
He has, in fact, a strong social conscience-- all the more interesting
because his own background was not one of incredible deprivation. He 
has never has to suffer first-hand the contempt allotted to "inferior 
classes", nor has he had to endure the humiliation and uphill slog of 
oppressed minorities. More credit to him that, man and writer, he can 
empathize so thoroughly with those who have. Second-hand is better 
than none.

Downbeat? How does that square with a man who dresses like a Reg­
ency buck, enjoys the palate of a gourmet, chats wittily and knowledge­
ably on an impressively wide-ranging number of subjects (in a variety 
of languages) as is, in fact, as approachable and friendly a celebrity 
as one is likely to meet?

I don't pretend to give simple answers to complex questions, but 
I have known John since 1966 and I know this strong-minded, marshmallow- 
hearted man to have a great, voracious appetite for life-- for himself
and others. That quality of life is important to him and to Marjorie, 
his wife; perhaps seeing the erosion of it and sensing its possible 
destruction lends a desperation to him and to his work. That is only 
a suggestion to account for the feeling of urgency and purpose one 
draws from him.

He's thin-skinned (for this, read "sensitive") and has a precar­
iously balanced ego (what genuine writer hasn't?). The full measure of 
my respect for the man is that I don't always agree with him (7 out of 
10 would be a generous estimate) nor he with me, but I find his con­
versation always stimulating and his writing constantly maturing.

British Science Fiction is lucky to have him among its number.
This is not the first convention at which John Brunner has been 

Guest of Honour, and if good sense prevails, it surely won't be the 
last.

For that faction within the Science Fiction readership who see 
SF as "just a good read", and who don't wish to exercise their minds 
with anything more strenuous than space westerns, John's consideration 
of political, ecological and sociological probabilities coupled with 
meticulous research and attention to style may well be wasted. They 
vigorously oppose the notion that the genre may indeed qualify as 
Serious Literature and its creators as Serious Writers. The fact is, 
good writing is good, and even compulsive, reading, and the world of 
books is large enough in any event to satisfy all tastes. Indeed, the 
spectrum of John's work is large and varied enough so that there is 
something for everyone.

John's later books predicate a bleak future for mankind. But 
those who deplore the "doom and gloom boys" as they call them, never 
'■"'"'hiin I ho proposition t_li.it tin- ere,Hive act is in itself an aff­
irmation. Exposing the very real dangers that face mankind is, by 
d<lInitlon, a plea for facing up to and solving the problems which 
confront us. It can scarcely be called scaremongering to point out 
the realities of pollution and the neutron bomb. Or do people serious­
ly feel that a society willing to destroy millions of humans while 
leaving property intact has its priorities right?

I polemlcize, but I do not digress. For John's work is a serious 
reflection of the honest concerns of his life. He puts his actions 
where his pen is.

Read his books and chat him up. He's a man well worth knowing 
and a writer well worth reading.

Florence Russell

7

6



squares

of the

city
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John Brunner's The Squares of the City is based upon a chess game 
(W.Steinitz vs. M.Tchigorin-- Havana, 1892) which does not appear ex­
plicitly in the book. As a special item for chessplaying fans, the 
moves are given below. Each move of the game is mirrored in the book 
up to Black's 35th, which failed-- and if you don't know why, read the
book at once! The opening is Ruy Lopez, Morphy Defence.

Az 'll Az Az Az Az 'Xj Az Az Az Az Az 'Xj 'Xj Az Az <Xj Az 'Xj Az 'Xj 'Xj 'Xi 'Xi Az Az Az 'Xj Az 'Xj Az Hz Az Az Az % Az Az Az Az Az Az 'Xj Ai Az Az Az Az Az Az Az 'Xj Az Az Az Az Az Az Az Az Az A- 'Xj Az Az Az Az Az Az Az

WHITE BLACK 11. B-KR4 Q-Q3 25. P-QB4 R-R2
12. 0-0 N-KR4 26. P-B3 N-KB3

(Steinitz) (Tchigorin) 13. B-KN3 B-KN5 27. B-N3 K—Bl
14. P-N4 B-N3 28. P-N5 P-QR4

1. P—K4 P-K4 ' 15. P-QR4 Pxp 29. KR-Q1 R-Kl
2. N-KB3 N-QB3 16. QN-Q2 Q-B3 30. P-B5! PxP
3. B-N5 P-QR3 17. B*RP N-K2 31. R-Q6 R-Nl
4. B-R4 N-B3 18. Q-B4 B-K3 32. QR-Q1 R(R2)-R1
5. P-Q3 B-B4 19. BxP B*Q 33. P-N6 P-R5
6. P-B3 P-QN4 20. Bxg N*B 34. B*P.’ K-Nl
7. B—B2 P-Q4 21. ffxg N*P 35. N-B6 N*N
8. Q-K2 0-0 22. W P*N 36. B*N N-Kl
9. B—N 5 P*P 23. KR-K1 P—B4 37. P-N7 R-R2

1 0. P*P P-R3 24. N—K5 RR-B1 38. R-Q8 Resigns
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John
Brunner an agspreciatiom

John Brunner began selling science fiction while he was still in 
his teens and rapidly became one of the most prolific authors within 
the genre. He produced a great many novels for the Ace Doubles series 
in the USA and was a constant contributor to Ted Carnell's British 
magazines. Most significant, perhaps, was his contribution to Science 
Fantasy, for which he did a number of excellent short novels and lead 
novelettes, showing marvellous versatility. One remembers especially 
the ornate far-future fantasy "Earth Is But a Star" (revised as Catch 
a Falling Star); the novelettes "City of the Tiger" and "The Whole 
Man", which eventually became part of Telepathist; the allegorical 
myth-fantasy "Imprint of Chaos" which began the adventures of The 
Traveller in Black; the eerie "Father of Lies"; and-- from Science
Fiction Adventures-- the three alternate world stories which became
Times Without Number.

By the time he was thirty he had published more than a million 
and a half words of SF without ever submitting to the temptation of 
writing comfortably formularistic series. Some of the work was hurried 
(much of it has been repaired and revised for reissue over the years) 
but its constant inventiveness is nothing short of astonishing. In the 
late sixties he revised his priorities and invested a good deal of 
time and effort in Stand on Zanzibar, a novel which presents a panor­
amic vision of the overpopulated world of the near future. The novel 
developed an inordinately detailed background, providing a more intri­
cate and comprehensive sociological context for the main narrative and 
its subplots than had ever been attempted before in SF (though the 
literary techniques he used had been available for more than half a 
century, having been used in the construction of contemporary back­
grounds by John Dos Passos since 1925). Stand on Zanzibar won a Hugo, 
and he continued to use similar methods of presentation in a sequence 
of novels dealing with the ominous possibilities of recklessness in 
technological growth and progress. The others are The Jagged Orbit, 
The Sheep Look Bp and-- most recently---The Shockwave Rider. Contemp­
orary science fiction is, of course, replete with bitter cautionary 
tales, but Brunner's work stands alone in its detailed analysis and 
its attempt to provide a map of real possibilities and hazards that 
extend from the imminent future into the pattern of our daily lives. 
This social concern has come to dominate his work of the last decade, 
but he remains an inventive writer and has produced other work of con­
siderable interest outside this main sequence-- Total Eclipse and The
Stone That Never Came Down spring immediately to mind. His constant 
reworking of old material has turned several moderate pieces into good 
books and at least one good book-- Times Without Number---into an
excellent one.

John Brunner is a man who cares intensely about his work-- he has
taken publishers to task on several occasions for editorial incompet­
ence and butchery-- and such a writer is always worth reading. A man
who cares deeply about what he is saying usually has something worth­
while to say.

Brian Stable ford
9



ASIMOV 
BRADBURY 
CLARKE 
KUTTNER 
LOVECRAFT 
TOLKIEN 
VONNEGUT 
VERNE 
STURGEON 
HEINLEIN 
HERBERT 
LE GUIN

The most influential and best-selling 
science-fiction of this decade is 
unquestionably the Dune trilogy of Frank 
Herbert. Mr. Herbert has created a planet 
which may lack moisture, but is certainly 
not lacking in the milk of human kindness 
His people are real, his scenery is vivid and 
his reading is alive and vibrant. The excerpt 
Mr. Herbert has chosen to read is his vivid 
description of the Ducal Hall and 
delineation of many of the principal 
members of the cast.

FRANK HERBERT
Dune
Frank Herbert
LP: TC1555 Cassette: CDL51555

Ursula K. Le Guin is one of America’s 
foremost writers. Although best-known as a 
science fiction author — she has received 
outstanding reviews for her fiction in other 
modes. Here are two stories so disparate as 
to be very contrasting. Gwilan’s Harp may 
be termed pure fantasy, while Intracom is 
pure slap-stick science-fiction, with no 
apologies to Star-Trek. Miss Le Guin takes 
all five voices in the latter story, including 
that of the alien.

URSULA LE GUIN
Gwilan’s Harp and Intracom
Ursula Le Guin
LP: TC1556 Cassette: CDL51556

The first volume of Foundation was the 
subject of immense praise and, indeed, has 
been nominated for a Grammy. With Dr. 
Isaac Asimov himself in the cockpit, here 
now is the story of the first of the great 
mayors — Salvor Hardin and his adventures 
with the planet Anacreon. This selection 
was excerpted by Dr. Asimov, who has also 
written new material especially for the album 
from the Encyclopedia Galactica.

ALL ON

SF
RECORDS £ CASSETTES

FROM CAEDMON
ISAAC ASIMOV
The Mayors from Foundation
Isaac Asimov
LP: TC1527 Cassette: CDL51527

A Brunner Checklist
SF Novels
Age of Miracles (revision of Day 

of the Star Cities)
The Altar on Asconel
The Astronauts Must Not Land
The Atlantic Abomination
Avengers of Carrig (revision of 

Secret Agent of Terra)
Bedlam Planet
Black is the Colour * 
Born Under Mars
The Brink *
Castaway World
Catch a Falling Star (revision 

of The 100th Millennium)
Day of the Star Cities
Double, Double
The Dramaturges of Yan
The Dr earning Earth 
Echo in the Skull 
Endless Shadow
Enigma from Tantalus 
The Evil That Men Do 
Father of Lies
The Gaudy Shadows *
Give Warning to the World (rev­

ision of Echo in the Skull)
Into the Slave Nebula (Slavers 

of Space)
The Jagged Orbit 
Listen! the Stars 
The Long Result 
Meeting at Infinity 
More Things in Heaven (revision

of Astronauts Must Not Land)

SF Novels as Keith Woodcott
I Speak for Earth
The Ladder in the Sky
The Martian Sphinx 
The Psionic Menace

SF Collections
The Book of John Brunner 
Entry to Elsewhen 
From This Day Forward 
Interstellar Empire (3 novels) 
No Future In It
No Other Gods but Me
Not Before Time
Now Then
Out of My Mind

Information from the BSFA (Phil Stephensen-Payne)
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A Planet of lour Own 
Polymath (revision of Castaway 

World)
The Productions of Time 
Quicksand
The Rites of Ohe 
Sanctuary in the Sky 
Secret Agent of Terra 
The Sheep Look Up 
The Shockwave Rider 
The Skynappers 
Slavers of Space 
The Space-Time Juggler 
The Squares of the City 
Stand on Zanzibar
The Stardroppers (revision of 

Listen! the Stars)
The Stone that Never Came Down 
The Super Barbarians 
Telepathist
Threshold of Eternity 
Timescoop
Times Without Number 
Total Eclipse 
To Conquer Chaos 
Traveller in Black 
Web of Everywhere 
The Whole Man (Telepathist) 
The World Swappers 
The Wrong End of Time 
The 100th Millennium 
* fringe or borderline SF

Non-SF novels
Blacklash
The Crutch of Memory
Good Men Do Nothing
Honky in the Woodpile
A Plague on Both Your Causes 

(Blacklash)
Steamboat on the River

Poetry
A Hastily Thrown-Together Piece 

of Zork
Life in an Explosive Forming 

Press



Hotel Plan NOVACON7
ORGANISED BY THE BIRMINGHAM

SCIENCE FICTION GROUP

IMOVMBER 4th, 5th, 6th, 1977
ROYAL ANGUS HOTEL, BIRMINGHAM

'v a, % 'v % % Oj % % 'Xj % 'u -v % 'v 'v 'x, 'x, % -x, % 'v 'b % -x, % a, % *v -x> 'Xj % x, % % % % % % %

PROGRAMME
ALL PROGRAMME ITEMS WILL BE HELD IN THE CONVENTION HALL 
WITH THE SOLE EXCEPTION OF THE BANQUET. THIS WILL BE IN 

THE HOTEL RESTAURANT.
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FRIDAY

8.00 pm Chairman’s Welcome

12

Convention Chairman Stan Eling 
opens the proceedings.

8.45 Sbm Slide Show

9.30 Film: THE BW THE
WORLD ENDED

13

Returning heroes Rob Jackson, 
Peter Weston et al display their 
records of the World Convention.

Directed by ROGER CORMAN.
"When the world is destroyed 

by nuclear wars, seven people only 
remain. The battle for survival 
brings about a clash of person­
alities among the group. Then app­
ears a monster-- a creature who
has thrived on the very forces 
which destroyed mankind."



SATURDAY SUNDAY

10.50 am The Jim White Chat Show Fandom's answer to Michael nark- 
inson talks to artist Brian Lewis 
and book-dealer Rog Peyton.

(11.15am: COFFEE BREAK)

11.30 Quiz

10.30am Closed Universes — 
Mental & Physical 
Tom Shippey

A talk by the famous question­
setter from Mastermind.

12.30 pm Lunch

2.30 Guest of Honour Speech 
John Brunner

(3.30pm: COFFEE BREAK)

4.00 Writers’ Workshop

5.00 Auction

7.30 for 8.00 Banquet

8.00 Film: IT CONQUERED 
THE WORLD

10.30 Fancy Dress & DISCO

1 4

conducted by Ian Maule.
Fans from around Britain comp­

ete in a quiz loosely based on 
Celebrity Squares.

Many strange and esoteric facts 
about John Brunner and all his 
works may be found elsewhere in 
the book.

Well-known fans and authors diss­
ect a short story written spec­
ially for this convention.

Books and magazines at knock-down 
prices!

Directed by Roger Corman. (For 
those not attending the Banquet.)

"A scientist, obsessed with his 
discovery of contact with the 
planet Venus, assists a being to 
reach Earth in the belief that the 
being's superior intelligence will 
be beneficial to mankind. But the 
creature has other intentions--
to gam control of the world!"

A prize for the best "punny" cos­
tume after which Graham Bullock 
once aaain provides music to let 
your hair down by...

11.30 Art Auction

12.15 pm Lunch

130 Film: HEX

-- Plus anything remaining from 
the previous auction.

Directed by Leo Garen.
"A group of youngsters Calif­

ornia-bound on motorcycles break 
their journey in Bingo, Nebraska. 
Bun out of town by outraged cit­
izens, they take refuge at a 
lonely farm run by two sisters, 
Acacia and Oriole. Their presence 
fires the latent powers Oriole 
has inherited from an Indian par­
ent, and one by one the intruders 
begin to die unpleasant and inex­
plicable deaths."

End of Convention approx. 3.15pm
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The Transatlantic

Fan Fund, Hurrah!

TAFF exists to enable worthy fans in 
America and the UK to visit their contempor­
aries across the Atlantic. Not all fans, you 
understand; it relies on fandom's generosity 
for its existence and can only afford to send 
a fan in one direction or the other when 
funds are available. It hasn't been affected 
by devaluation, though: we still get one 
American fan for every British fan we send 
over.

As I write, the current TAFF delegate, 
PETER ROBERTS, is either attending the 
Florida World SF Convention (SUNCON), or 
being fed to alligators in the Okeefenokee 
Swamp (for failing one of those little init­
iation tests which Delegates face when meet­
ing American fandom). Part of the charm of 
TAFF is its little uncertainties. Either way, 
I'm sure he'll have a time to remember!

You'll possibly have gathered from the 
foregoing that a TAFF Delegate has to be made 
of pretty firm stuff, not one of your jello­
types who slurps up against a bar all the time 
time and whose fannish endeavours never get 
beyond the second pint. He/She (It?) has to 
be well-known-- and liked---and to have been
continuously active in fandom-- publishing
fanzines and attending conventions-- to be
deemed worthy of election, and of survival!

Since we've sent Peter Roberts to Sun- 
con this year, next time it's the turn of 
Stateside fandom to elect a suitable repres­
entative to attend a British convention. How 
soon depends on your support and generosity, 
and it's not too soon to start thinking who 
you'd like to meet. If you've a favourite 
active American fan you'd like to see here, 
and share with the rest of us__ well, it's
not too soon to start letting everybody know 
of his/her (its) virtues. Spread the word in 
your fanzine, shout it out at the bar-- it
doesn't matter if you wake someone up, TAFF 
should be shouted about. It's probably fan­
dom's finest achievement!

For further information seek out or 
write to the current TAFF administrators 
Peter Roberts (38 Oakland Drive, Dawlish, 
Devon, UK) or Roy Tackett (915 Green Valley 
Road NW, Albuquerque, New Mexico 8710?, USA).

Eric Bentcliffe
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a Eddie Jones
a
a
£ 1970
a Elliot Shorter
a
a
£ 1971
a Mario Bosnyak
a
£ 1973
a Len Moffatt
a
£ 1974
a Peter Weston
a
a
£ 1976
a Roy Tackett
a
a 1977
a Peter Roberts

i



SEAC0N*79
37th World Science Fiction Convention

As you have probably already heard, the British bid to hold the 37th World Science Fiction 
Convention (in Brighton on August 23rd to 27th 1979) was accepted at this year's convention, 
Suncon. (No voting figures were published, and the result was announced as unanimous.)

The Seacon '79 Steering Committee would like to say

Sky con
VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV 

Twenty-Ninth British Easter Science Fiction 
Convention: 24th to 27th March, 1978 
Venue: The Heathrow Hotel, Heathrow Airport 
AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVA

Guest of Honour ROBERT SHECKLEY

Thank you
to all the kind fans, pros and others who have given their help, advice and support, whether 
moral, practical or financial (through pre-supporting memberships and other donations).

Of course, we still need your further help, advice and support — we've now got to see 
if we can put on the best con ever!

Fan Guest of Honour LEROY KETTLE

SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP £2

The Seacon 79
Peter Weston, Chairman 
Eve Harvey, Secretary 
John Steward, Treasurer 
Graham Charnock 
Malcolm Edwards
Robert Jackson
Leroy Kettle
Roger Peyton
Peter Roberts

committee members
American Guest of Honour

Steering Committee

FRITZ LHDER

Venue: METROPOLE HOTEL, Brighton, U.K. 
Membership rates: £3.00 supporting, £4.50 
attending. 50p discount for pre-supporting 
members.
Send money and enquiries to: Seacon '79, 14 
Henrietta St., London WC2E 8QJ.
For details of our National Agents around the 
world, and for Information on advertising in 
our Progress Reports, see the Fact Sheet 
available at this con.
British Guest of Honour

BRIAN ALDISS
Fan Guest of Honour Toastmaster

HARRY DELL DOB SHAW

ALL CHEQUES PAYABLE TO SKYCON

5 Aston Close, Pangbourne, Berks, UK

Heathrow in ’78
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BOOKSHOP
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... wfty set pay ss a visit?

GOLDEN WINGS, «r.d OTHER STORIES, by William Morris. With a new afterword by Dr. Richard B. Mathews.
Although Morris wrote thu.e •< il»*l little i.Ji- quite early in his career , they include many themes present in his later 
work. "I he Hollow Land," "Gero , I s," Tnideril.org Pool," and many other stories are represented. This is fantasy 
of the first i.mk. co Of-
F-107-7 168 pages

THE MILFORD SERIES 
POPULAR WRITERS OF TODAY

A continuing series of 64-page critical studies of the major popular authors of modern times. Each book includes md
a brief biography, and a bibl iography of the author s published books. Praised by Choice, L ibrary /ourna/, doem.e fa non .Studies. Algol, and lap

F & SF Review
Fall 1977 titles:

_______ Vol. 7
B-211-Q 
$1.95 ’

KUR1 VONNEGUT: THE 
GOSPEL FROM OUTER 
SPACE (OR, YES WE HAVE 
NO NIRVANAS), by 
Clark Mayo

UfiBOUftD
Tfie , Science fiction 
of

BRtan

amiss

----------- Vol. 9
B-213-7
$1.95

ALDISS UNBOUND: THE 
SCIENCE FICTION OF 
BRIAN W ALDISS, by 
Richard Mathews

tty®**8/

------------ Vol. 8
B-212-9
$1.95

THE SPACE ODYSSEYS OF 
ARTHUR C. CLARKE, by 
George Edgar Slusser

_______ Vol. 10
B-214-5
$1.95

THE DELANY INTER­
SECTION; SAMUEL R
DELANY CONSIDERED AS A 
WRITER OF SIMI-PRECIOUS 
WORDS, by George Edgar 
Slusser

SCIENCE
FICTION

REVIEW

Urlo do mXsu^**^**
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The Prisoner Tom Disch

Andromeda 1 & 2 Both ed. Pete Weston 

Universe 5&6 Both ed. Terry Carr 

The Devil is Dead R A Lafferty
All T3.95net

The HugoWinners: Ed. Isaac Asimov 

1970-1973 
1973-1975

T4.50net each

The Nova Award
The Nova Award is presented at each Novacon to the SF fanzine 

judged best of the preceding year's productions. It's the only award 
of the kind in Britain, though an informal (but respected) poll is 
also conducted annually by the newszine Checkpoint. The first presen­
tation of the Nova Award was made at Novacon 3, and in each subsequent 
year a different panel of judges has decided upon the worthiest fan­
zine as listed below. That the award is worthwhile is shown by the 
atmosphere of hot debate surrounding more than one of the presentat­
ions 1

This year your friendly Committee has made some changes in the 
rules, copies of which have been sent to all convention members (they 
are also available at Novacon itself). In short, the selection of the 
best fanzine has been thrown open to all of you, a ballot being pro­
vided with each copy of the rules. Any member of Novacon is entitled 
to vote provided he or she knows something about the state of fan­
zines in Britain-- and can prove it by having published a fanzine of
his/her own, or by having had contributions or letters printed in 
other 'zines. Details appear in the rules and on the ballot form; 
please note (if by some chance you're reading this at Novacon) that 
the voting closes with the registration desk on Saturday evening.

And what is a fanzine? Efforts to answer this question result in 
definitions as tortuous as the innumerable ones ones of science fic­
tion itself. For the present, we offer the sixth of the new Nova 
Award Rules--

"For the purposes of this award a fanzine shall he defined as an 
amateur publication which is concerned with science fiction, fantasy, 
science fiction and fantasy fans and/or associated subjects, and 
copies of which may be generally obtained in exchange for other amat­
eur publications or in response to letters of comment. Any paid pro­
fessional advertisement in the current year shall disqualify the 
publication in which it is printed. The flova Committee (see below) 
shall have the final decision upon whether a given publication is a 
fanzine."

The Nova Committee-- replacing previous years' judging panels---
will strive to interpret this fairly, while upon the Administrator 
falls the vast burden of ballot collection. If you have a vote, use 
it!

The SF of Isaac Asimov Joseph E Patrouch
£5.50net

NOVACON WINNER EDITOR JUDGES

3 Speculation Peter Weston Jim Linwood, Phil Rogers, Ina 
Shorrock, Andrew Stephenson

4 Big Scab , . „. . tteZ-brnrr
John Brosnan
Lisa Conesa

Jim Linwood, Greg Pickersgill, 
Ina Shorrock, Keith Walker

5 Maya Rob Jackson Malcolm Edwards, Greg Picker­
sgill, Peter Roberts, Andrew 
Stephenson

6 Maya Rob Jackson Graham Boak, Leroy Kettle, 
Mike Meara, Dave Rowe, Ian 
Williams

7 Administrator : Liese Hoare.
Greg Pickersg

Nova Committee: Rob Jackson, 
ill, Dave Langford.
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BSFA
THE BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION LTD

Were you aware that there is an organisation in Britain whose sole function 
is to promote and advertise science fiction activities; a body comprised of 
writers, publishers and readers of sf?

Did you also know that the same organisation regularly produces:

A critical journal, Vector, to which most leading sf authors have recently 
contributed including: Harlan Ellison, Ursula Le Guin, Robert Silverberg, 
Ian Watson, J.G. Ballard.

A newsletter, Matrix, with letters, informal articles, news, chat and consumer 
reviews

A quarterly amateur writers' magazine, Tangent

Are you interested in joining an association that lists amongst its many other 
services:

The world's largest sf lending library, with over 3,000 of the best sf books 
ever written

A tape library, containing recordings of talks by many famous sf writers 
and critics

An internal Yearbook, surveying the last 12 months' activities in the science 
fiction area

A magazine chain, from which all the leading American publicationscan be 
easily borrowed

An sf enquiry service to help in answering queries on science fiction and 
such related interests as tracking down books, authors, stories, artists, 
magazines and so forth

If you are interested, then you can obtain further information, and app­
lication forms from the Membership Secretary, David Wingrove

4 Holmside Court
Nightingale Lane
London SW12 5JW
Tel: 01-673 2069

Membership of the BSFA costs only £5.00 per year. Isn't it worth it for 
all the BSFA's services? As a science fiction reader you will find member 
ship enjoyable and worthwhile. Why not write off to Dave right away?

For a sample BSFA mailing, containing Vector, Matrix, etc, send £1.00 
(deductable from cost of membership if you join).

Convention
Members
1 JOHN BRUNNER
2 Marjorie Brunner
3 Stan Eling
4 Helen Eting
5 Martin Hoare
6 Liese Hoare
7 Dave Dang ford
8 Hazel Dangford
9 Janice Maule

10 Ian Maule
11 Joseph Nicholas
12 Dave Upton
13 Graham Dresh
14 Pauline Dungate
15 Rio Russell
16 Mike Damesick
17 Chris Southern
18 David Wakelin
19 Christine Wakelin
20 Mike Skelding
21 Bryan Bird
22 Dai Price
23 Bill Bains
24 Norman Weedall
25 Philip Barnard
26 Brian Ameringen
27 Keith Oborn
28 Cruttenden
29 Wendy Cruttenden
30 Vera Johnson
31 Jeffery Hacker
32 Andrew Stephenson
33 Gerald Bishop
34 Dewi Williams
35 Howie Rosenblum
36 Ian Robinson
37 Paul Kincaid
38 Coral Clarke
39 Martin Stallard
40 Bruce Healy
41 Marcus Rowland
42 Al Debettencourt
43 Dave Cluett
44 Joyce Deeming
45 Chris Fowler
46 Kevin Smith
47 Darroll Pardoe
48 Rosemary Pardoe
49 Ray Harrison
50 Dermot Dobson
51 David Dewis
52 Peter Mabey
53 Phil Johnson
54 Elaine Wash

56 John Lowe
57 John Steward
58 John Mansfield
59 Colin Fine
60 Richard Hughes
61 Tim Illingworth
62 Paul Dormer
63 James Burnett
64 Irene Bell
65 Harry Bell
66 Dave Kyle
67 Richard Wheatcroft
68 Keith Plunkett
69 Vernon Brown
70 Pat Baxter
71 Brian Hampton
72 Ken Slater
73 Joyce Slater
74 Rod Milner
75 Bonny Milner
76 Jake Grigg
77 Ken Bulmer
78 Michael Walshe
79 Edward Ward
80 Greg Pickersgill
81 Simone Walsh
82 Pat Charnock
83 Graham Charnock
84 Mike Gray
85 John Piggott
86 John Egg eling
87 Judy Mansfield
88 Ron Bennett
89 Rob Jackson
90 Chris Priest
91 Nellie Pardoel
92 Ray Bradbury
93 Andy Ellesmore
94 Joyce Mains
95 Paul Thompson
96 Stephen Milford
97 Norman Shorrock
98 Ina Shorrock
99 Hazel Reynolds

100 Graham England
101 Chris Chivers
102 Gerry Webb
103 Anne Webb
104 David Bursey
105 Margaret Draper
1C6 Ian Covell
107 Paul Wharrier
108 Laurence Miller

110 Tom Jones
111 John Kerr
112 Rob Hansen
113 David Flint
114 Michael Hamilton
115 Fay Symes
116 Dave Symes 
11? Ian Williams
118 Roy Mortimer
119 Daphne Mortimer
120 Chris Bursey
121 Nigel Robson
122 Graham Poole
123 Jim Barker
124 Ian Watson
125 Judy Watson
126 Mike Scantlebury
127 Michael Cleaver
128 Adrian Boyer
129 Leroy Kettle
130 Simon Joukes
131 Peter Thomson
132 Chris Beaumont
133 Rory Owen McLean
134 Tim Stanward
135 Malcolm Thorpe
136 Margaret Thorpe
137 Bob Shaw
138 Sadie Shaw
139 Peter Nicholls
140 William H.Thomas
141 Ken Cowley
142 Roger Peyton
143 Arline Peyton
144 Graham Bullock
145 Sandra Bullock
146 Brian Hampton
147 Tony Rogers
148 Jan Howard Finder
149 Eddie Jones
150 Marsha Jones
151 Merf Adamson
152 John Harvey
153 Eve Harvey
154 Michel Feron
155 D.West
156 Bernie Peek
157 Pat Meara
158 Mike Meara
159 C.Hargrave
160 Ken Bulmer
161 Pam Bulmer
162 Eric Bentcliffe
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CONVENTION MEMBERS—continued

163 Linda B.Williams
164 Pandora Birch
165 Roger Perkins
166 Christine Jennings
167 David Kemper
168 S.D.Steel
169 David Thomas
170 Gray Boak
171 Meg Boak
172 Dr B.T.Hatton
173 Stephen Walker
174 Helen Walker
175 Allan Milne
176 Krystyna Bula
177 R. van der Voort
178 Paul Vincent
179 Gordon Larkin
180 A.C.Dell
181 Milton Strain
182 Cynthia Strain
183 Jonathan Coleclough
184 Anne Anderson
185 Ian Anderson
186 Mary Brown
187 David Brown
188 Chris Walton
189 Colin Lester
190 David French
191 Helen McCarthy
192 Fred Hemmings
193 Alan Farmer
194 Tuiga Farmer
195 Kev Easthope
196 J.Haigh
197 Stephen Gould
198 Graham Ashley
199 Michael Ashley
200 Moy Griffiths
201 Andrew Chapman
202 Mary Coulton

203 Philip C.James
204 Sandy Brown
205 Terry Moore
206 P.J.Palmer
207 Doug Ryder
208 Brian Burgess
209 Dave Rowe
210 Allan Scott
211 Selina Lovett
212 Kathleen Sterry
213 Charlie Radley
214 T.Pickard
215 Mike Linsley
216 Ben Burr
217 Charlotte Bulmer
218 Rosamund Marcus
219 Phil Rogers
220 Doreen Rogers
221 Jackie Wright
222 Malcolm Edwards
223 Kathy Flint
224 David Hand
225 P.H.Lawrence
226 Jean Maudsley
227 Brian Lewis
228 Howard Sayles
229 J.Pegg
230 L.Simmons
231 P.Rogers
232 Susan Rogers
233 Chris Atkinson
234 Tim Broadribb
235 Samantha Broadribb
236 Dave Staves
237 Alison Leaver
238 James White
239 Dave Cockfield
240 Pete Weston
241 Billy Hall
242 David Pringle

243 Mike Dickinson
244 Richard Cooper
245 Steve Lovett
246 Richard Seals
247 G.Birchall
248 David Sutton
249 Stephen Jones
250 Susan Oudot
251 Ake Jonsson
252 Denise White
253 Marion Dougall
254 Brian Parker
255 Terry Clifton
256 Mike Field
257 Kevin Dixon
258 Steven Green
259 I.S.Warner
260 N.J.Hardiman
261 D.F.G.Cox
262 P.Olroyd
263 P.Chapman
264 Dave Holmes
265 Kathy Holmes
266 Ted Ball
267 Dave Gibson
268 Martin Easterbrook
269 Penny Lansdell
270 Lester Hannington
271 Michael Bickerstaff
272 Barbara Boyce
273 Geoff Rippington
274 Robert Swan
275 Beth Hallam
276 Yvonne Heather
277 Cherry Brown
278 Henry Newton

(This listing is com­
plete to Saturday 1st 
October 1977.)

CENTRALLY SITUATED FOR S-F RARITIES
ESPECIALLY HARD COVER FIRST EDITIONS

X) SACKVILLE STREET front basement

LONDON WI OFF PICCADILLY

OPEN: TUESDAY to FRIDAY, 12 noon to 6 pm

NEW PUBLICATION: SCIENCE FICTION FIRST EDITIONS: A SELECT 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND NOTES FOR COLLECTORS
PRICE (BEFORE NOVEMBER.30)_£3L00____
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NOVACON 
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DEBATER ETC

S.6.E(S. TftEASiRElt, 
LAUREATE MILLER. 10 BISHO/* 
ASSORT OIE5CEMT; diREAT 
SACE, ©ICMlMaHAM B43 6HL



A RISING STAR IN THE GALAXY OF SF............. .............................................. ............. *........................... ...

For the best in established classics from the great names of SF . . . Arthur C. Clarke, Robert Heinlein Alfred 
Bester, Brian Aldiss, Philip K. Dick, H.G. Wells.
For the best and liveliest of the younger SF writers . . . Harlan Ellison, Bob Shaw, Michael Coney Robert 
Hoidstock. 7
For award-winning titles . . . BRONTOMEK! by Michael Coney ORBITSVILLE by Bob Shaw - both winners 
of the British Science Fiction Award.
A110! for *he be^ ne.w boo^s ,in the ^ture . . . Pan's superb new titles for '78 will include new books from 
Harlan Ethsun, Vonda N. McIntyre and Robert Holdstock, the rest of Brian Stableford's HOODED SWAN 
series Richard Cowper's PIPER AT THE GATES OF DAWN, Christopher Priest's A DREAM OF WESSEX 
plus Brian Ash s stunning VISUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF SCIENCE FICTION.


